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THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 


The Anniversary of the American Society for Meliorating 
the Condition of the Jews, was celebrated at Washington Hall, 
in this City, on Friday evening, the 13th of May, 1825. 


The President, Peter Wilson, LL. D. having been prevent- 
ed, from attending the Anniversary of the Society, one of the 
Vice Presidents, Rev. James Milnor, D. D., took the chair at 
half past seven o’clock, and the exercises were commenced 
with prayer, by the Rev. A. Maclay, of this city. 


An abstract of the Annual Report of the Board of Directors, 
was then read by the Rev. James G. Ogilvie, of the 14th Pres- 
byterian Church, N. York. 


On motion of the Rev. Mr. M‘Ilvaine, Professor of Ethics, 
West-Point, N. Y. seconded by the Rev. C. G. Sommers. 


_ Resolved—That the Report be approved, adopted, and printed for 
distribution, under the direction of the Board. 


‘On motion of the Rev. Dr. Proudfit, Salem, N. Y. seconded 
by the Rev. Howard Malcolm, Hudson, 

Resolwed—That the thanks of this Society be expressed to the respec- 
tive Auxiliary Societies, forthe praiseworthy perseverance which they 


have manifested, and for the pecuniary assistance they have afforded, 
in forwarding the views and great objects of the Association. 


On motion of the Rev. Reuben Smith, Ballston, N. Y. se- 
conded by the Rev. Cornelius Cuyler, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Resolved—That the past efforts of this Society have been so success- 
ful, and its present prospects are so cheering, as to warrant a loud and 
urgent appeal to the philanthropy of the citizens of this land of reli- 
gious light and toleration, to support and carry through the great objects 
of our institution, now so auspiciously commenced, and to forward its 
efforts on behalf of the persecuted descendants of faithful Abraham. 


Afier-the foregoing resolutions were carried, addresses were 
delivered by Mr. Jacobi and Dr. Wolf, two converts from Ju- 
daism. 
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The President having dismissed the Assembly, the Society; 
proceeded to elect Officers and Directors for the ensuing year. 
The Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, Dr. Rowan, and Mr. D. S. Lyon, were 
appointed a Committee to nominate suitable persons for Officers 


and Directors. 


The Committee having reported, the following persons were 
elected Officers and Directors for the ensuing year, viz. 


PRESIDENT. 
PETER A. JAY, Esq. 
VICE PRESIDENTS. 
Rev. ALEXANDER M‘LEOD, D.D. | Col. ROBERT TROUP, 
JAMES MILNOR, D. .). His. Ex. JOHN Q. ADAMS, Pres. U. S 
——. PHILIP MILLEDOLER, D. D. | Hon. THOMAS SHORE, 


—— ALEXANDER PROUDFIT, D. D. S. V.S. WILDER, 
—— SAMUEL BLATCHFORD, D.D | ——S. VAN RENSSELAER, 


—— WM. STAUGHTON, D. D. —— J. MIL!.ER. 
Rev. JEREMIAH DAY, D.D. LL. D. 


R. Milford Blatchford, Esq. Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. 

Rev. James G. Ogilvie, Secretary for Domestic Correspondence & Record- 
ing Secretary. 

Daniel Boardman, Esq. Treasurer. 


DIRECTORS. 











D. S. Lyon, 
James Buchanan, 
Thomas Pringle, 
£. Burrill, 
George Suckley, 
J. W. Schmidt, 
Samuel Smith, 

L. Loomis, 
Henry Ghann, 
Se Ais Rich, 

Abel T. Anderson, 
R. A. Striker, 


DIRECTORS, Ex-officio. 











George Zabriskie, 
Samuel Cowdrey, 
E. Wilson, Jun. 

J. R. Murray, 

P. I. Arcularius, 
George Nixon, 
Count D’Espenville, 
Dr. 8. D. Beekman, 
George Wilson, 
Micah Baldwin, 

J. H. Hill, 

T. Searth, 





Dr. S. M‘Auley, 

J. G. Dyckman, 

A. Van Nest, 

John Harris, 
George Hammekin, 
H. Scovell, 

Dr. J. Hanson, 

J. C. Zimmerman, - 
Francis Hall, 

R. Davenport, ‘ 
W.F. Piat, ; 
Wm. R. Cook. 








, 
\ 

Rev. Dr. Rowan, Rey. Dr. M‘Murray, |Rev. N. J. Marcellus, a 

—— William Roy, — R. M‘Cartee, —— E. M‘Laughlin, se 

—— Wm W. Phillips.) —— J. Corneilison, |—— D. H. Barnes, aC 

—— A. Maclay, — P. Van Zandt, — J. C. Frey, t 

John Truair, —— J. M‘Ilvaine, J. E. Miller, &c. 7 f 

On motion, Resolved—That the thanks of the Society be presented, through the Record- k 

ing Secretary, to Mr. M‘Intyre, the occupant of ee Hall, for permitting the So- Q 
ciety to make use of the Hall, and to Mr Goodacre, for his persevering exertions, in pre- 

paring it so judiciously and conveniently, for the accommodation of the Society and the e 

very respectable and numerous audience that attended." C 

REPORT ON TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. tr 

The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s account, report that they have dis- re 

charged the ~~ assigned to them, and find his account correct ; that there has been re- ri 
ceived into tne Treasury, during the past year, the sum of eleven thousand one hundred 

and three dollars and five cents ; that the expenditures of the year amount to four thou- SO 

sand two hundred and six dollars and seventy cents ; and that there is now in the Treasury sit 

the sum of fourteen thousand three hundred and twenty dollars and ninety-eig&t cents. of 

Signed R. M. BLATCHFORD ' . 
Dated, New-York, 13th May, 1825.’ DAVIDS.LYON, | § Committee no 
~ na 


* About 2000. 








eine pe MON Ale ney apt alt 





Israel’s Advocate. 83 


DR. PROUDFIT’S ADDRESS. 


$ 


Mr. PresIpENT, 
I have often had the honour of addressing societies which are 


formed for giving the means of salvation to the destitute, and always 
feel a more than ordinary pleasure on such occasions. ‘The enter- 

rise of diffusing the word of life among the millions who are perishing 
through lack of knowledge may be pronounced not only the most bene- 
volent, but the most important and honourable enterprise in which 
mortals can be oceupied. ‘The missionary feature of our age may 
justly be pronounced the distinguishing glory of our age, and it is no 
doubt our highest honour as individuals, in whatever sphere we move, 
to aim by our voice, or example, or influence, or the devotion of our 
worldly substance, at promoting the more genera! extension of the 
mediatorial reign ; and I think it highly probable that in future genera- 
tions the heathen, evangelized through our instrumentality, will mention 
the names of those who are liberal in patronizing our benevolent insti- 
tutions with the same veneration with which we usually mention the 
names of a Luther, or Knox, or Cranmer, or Calvin, the honoured in- 
struments of the ever-memorable reformation. Perhaps there is no in- 
stance in which the Christian becomes so nearly assimilated to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, our illustrious prototype; in which the Soldier of the 
Cross treads so exactly in the footsteps of the “ Captain of his Salva- 
tion,” as when he contributes, without the prospect of earthly reward, 
his time, and strength, and property, for advancing the spiritual inte- 
rests of others. In those generous, disinterested acts of benevolence, 
there is a faint, although infinitely imperfect, imitation of the example 
of Him who although rich, yet for our sakes became poor ; and died 
upon the cross for the redemption of sinful, helpless man. 

But, Mr. President, although all missionary meetings are to me the 
source of no ordinary pleasure, yet on the present occasion I feel emo- 
tions altogether novel in their nature; I feel an expansion of soul; I 
had almost said an enthusiasm which I do not recollect ever to have agi- 
tated my bosom on any similar occasion. ‘The moment that I rise be- 
fore a Society formed for contributing to the benefit of the Jews, I fancy 
myself to be standing on consecrated ground ; on ground hallowed by 
the feet of patriarchs, and prophets, and apostles. When I rise to lift 
up my feeble voice for meliorating the condition of this once eminently 
favoured, but long afflicted portion of the human family, my zeal is en- 
kindled by the consideration that Abraham, the father of all of us who 
are faithful, was a Jew; that Isaiah, who foretold with such lustre of 
evidence, and rapture of soul, and elevation of style, “ the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow,” was a Jew; that Paul, who 
travelled with an angel’s promptitude, and almost an angel’s ardour, from 
region to region, preaching to our Gentile progenitors the “ unsearchable 
riches of the Saviour,” was a Jew; but above all, I am necessarily 
solemnized, and awed, and melted, and even transported by the con- 
sideration that Jesus of Nazareth, the friend of sinners, and the Saviour 
of the world, was a Jew. Mr. President, who within these walls does 
not find his bosom begin imperce,tibly to swell with more than ordi- 
nary motions when he realizes that from Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, for the benefit of whose offspring we have this evening con- 
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vened, ** according to the flesh Christ came who is over all, God bless- 
ed for ever; our pardon i in guilt, our solace in sorrow, our glory in 
reproach, our life in death, and our portion and joy throughout eter- 
nal ages ; in short, through the veil of “ whose flesh, rent in twain by the 
lightnings of his father’s wrath, the light of immortality and life” has 
beamed, and is still beaming on our benighted, miserable world. Where, 
in the vast, immeasurable range of Christian privileges or prospects, 
can we turn our eyes without feeling our obligation to this branch of 
the human kind, and a fresh, growing solicitude for their welfare? If 
we read the predictions of the Old Testament, all that was written 
relative to the advent of the JUST ONE, his sufferings, his sacrifice, 
his death for the abolition of our death, his resurrection, his ascension 
as our forerunner, and representative, and advocate, and the admission 
of us Gentiles to the immunities of the visible church, we must recollect 
that all these prophecies were inscribed by the Holy Ghost, directing a 
Jewish hand with a Jewish pen; and when we turn over to the brighter 
pages of the New Testament, to the Gospels ynd Epistles, and read 
that in “the fulness of time” the Saviour was born, and announced by 
a messenger from heaven to the shepherds of Bethlehem; “ that he 
spake as man never spake,” that he lived as man never lived; that he 
bled in the garden, that he hung upon the Cross, that he rose the third 
day, answerably to the types which had foreshadowed him ; that he of- 
ten appgared to his Apostles, confirming their faith by familiar exhibi- 
tions of his “ hands, and his side, and his feet ;” and that he was ac- 
tually seen ascending to the highest heavens, consecrating every step of 
the way by the sprinkling of his own blood, and leaving it open for our 
entrance ; in reading all these inspired, infinitely i interesting records, we 
oust recollect that every line of these pages was indicted by a Jewish 
pen, in a Jewish land, directed unerringly by the same “ Spirit of God 
and of Glory.” 
With all these realities rushing upon his imagination, who can sit in 
a Society which contemplates the melioration of their miseries, with- 
out feeling a measure of transport? In offering our contributions to 
other kindred institutions we may be impelled by various considera- 
tions, by motives of philanthrophy to their objects as our fellow crea- 
tures, as children of the same father, as members of the same great 
family, and then the measure of our offerings may be regulated hy the 
degrees of our sympathy. But when the « thousands of Israel” are 
the objects whom we have associated to relieve, it ceases to be regarded 
merely as a matter of convenience or choice. We are imperiously 
obligated to give, and to give liberally. We cannot realize our privi- 
leges as Christians and refuse to communicate, or even be reluctant or 
sparing in our communications for their relief. We are their debtors 
beyond the powers of Arithmetic to calculate. Every ray of heavenly 
light which is this evening irradiating the Gentile Churches in every 
corner of the globe, shines upon them through a Jewish medium, 
through holy men of their tribes speaking or writing as they “ were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” [ have said that we are their debtors, 
and I would now assert that if all the wealth which is in the possession 
of the Christian world was collected and consecrated as one offering 
for the purpose of rescuing them from their delusion, that debt must re- 


main uncancelled. 
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Besides, Mr. President, the Jews, in the days of their spiritual prass 
perity and glory, were not unconcerned spectators of our deplorable 
condition when we sat covered with the clouds of mental and moral 
darkness. David, the monarch of Israel, in looking around from his 
throne and beholding our forefathers living without God, and dying 
without hope, ardently supplicated, “ may thy way be known upon 
the earth, and thy saving health among all the nations ; let the peo- 
ple praise thee, Oh! Lord, let all the people praise thee.” See with 
what extacies of joy a Jewish prophet looked torward through a series 
of successive ages, and hailed the approach of that period when the 
light of life, long imprisoned within the boundaries of Palestine, should 
burst forth and shed its radiance upon the benighted nations. c It isa 
small thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, or gather together the dispersed of Israel; I will also give thee 
for a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be for salvation to the ends of 
the earth.” Half his joys, in the fruition of his spiritual mercies, was ap- 
parently derived from the consideration that they were hereafter to be 
diffused more indiscriminately, and participated in common by all the na- 
tions ofmen. Again, he predicts, and seemingly exults as he writes down 
the predictions, “ it shall come to pass in the last days, that the moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the moun- 
tains, and be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it.”’ 
Bear with me a few moments while we contemplate the exertions of a 
single apostle of the Jews in his solicitude for promoting the.salvation 
of the Gentile nations; witness his “ perils by sea and by land :’”’ his 
labours, and * watchings and fastings ;” see him tossed fourteen days 
on the tempestuous deep along the coasts of Asia, without the light “ of 
sun or stars ;” see him again scourged unrelentingly by the mob at 
Phillippi, and “ fastened in the stocks,” and consigned, with Silas, “to 
the inner prison ;” see him afterwards a prisoner at Rome, or standing 
in chains before the tribunal of the imperious Agrippa, and there point- 
ed at by the finger of scorn, or reviled as a babbler by the self-confi- 
dent, supercilious philosophers of Corinth; at Ephesus, expostulating 
with the deluded worshippers of the Goddess Diana; and why, Mr. 
President, did he encounter, with such submission, these complicated 
perils, and insults, and toils; why did he submit to poverty thus abject, 
and privations thus repeated, and painful, and unparalleled in the history 
of any other man? These interrogatories are answered by himself in 
his epistle to the Ephesian Church. “ I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ for you GENTILES; as ye have heard of the dispensation 
of the grace of God which is given me to youward, how that by reve- 
lation he made known to me the mystery which in other ages was not 
made known to the sons of men, that the Gentiles should be fellow 
heirs and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by 
the gospel.” He appeared to contemplate, unappalled, the majesty of 
tribunals, and the horrors of the dungeon, and even the terrors of 
flames, could he only enjoy an opportunity of “ preaching among the 
GENTILES the unsearchable riches of Christ,” and through his re- 
proach be instrumental in bringing them “to glory, and honour, and 
immortality ;” and should we hereafter meet in the regions of the 
blessed any of our great ancestors who then lived in France, or Spain, 
or Britain, or Holland,,they.will probably point to Saul of Tarsus as 
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the instrument of their elevation ; they will acknowledge that to the 
labour of this Jew they were indebted, under God the sanctifier, for 
their seat with the Mediator on his throne, and ior their diadems of 
victory and glory. ‘This same Apostle mentions in his letter to the 
Church in Galatia, “ but when it pleased God, who separated me from 
my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in 
me, that I might preach him among the HEATHEN ; immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood ;” my personal ease, or secular inte- 
rest, or temporal aggrandizement, formed no part of my calculation. All 
these considerations were overlooked when put in competition with 
the salvation of GENTILE sinners, as the little rivulet is unnoticed 
by the man who contemplates the ocean in its majesty. 

Therefore, Mr, President, whatever diversity of opinion may be en- 
tertained relative to our obligations for supporting other charitable 
institutions, with respect to the “ dispersed of Israel” there can be 
but one sentiment and voice. The moment that we begin to feel a 
degree of apathy in our exertions for their benefit, let our zeal be re- 
kindled by the consideration that it is the offspring of Abraham, the 
kindred of Isaiah, of Paul, and above all, the kindred of the Saviour 
of the world, “ according to the flesh,” whose spiritual delusions we 
profess to pity, and whose conversion we have associated to promote : 
if the Society which was designed for their relief should be neglected ; 
nay, if it is not fostered by our warmest wishes, our most fervent prayers, 
our liberal contributions, our united, unceasing exertions, such neglect 
must be fastened as a stain upon the character of the Gentile Churches, 
which, amidst all the generations of time can never be washed out. That 
nation is most emphatically our benefactors, and through their hands, as 
the sacred depository, the precious boon of pardon, and adoption, and 
eternal life, is tendered this evening for your reception, and for mine. 

In our deliberations about the recovery of the “lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,” we are not coolly to inquire, what obstacles must be 
surmounted, or what pecuniary expenses must be incurred ig the exe- 
cution if the means. The only question to be agitated is this—are the 
“‘ Jews to be brought in; shall all Israel be saved ?” and with respect 
to the certainty of this event, it is a most animating truth that all the 
Prophets and Apostles of the Lamb have, in succession, borne their 
united, most explicit testimony. True it is, they beheld, with melan- 
choly heart, along, dreary night collecting and brooding over their un- 
grateful, incorrigibly impenitent people ; the walls of their city were to 
be laid in ruins; their temple, the pride of their country and the admi- 
ration of the world, was to be prostrated to the earth, so that “ one 
stone in that magnificent edifice should not be left upon another,” 
and their tribes, outcasts from their God, should “ remain many days 
without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and with- 
out an ephod, and without a teraphim ;” no urim or thummim should 
anv longer communicate the divine will: but through the gloom of 
that long and cheerless night they beheld the dawn of a most auspi- 
cious morning. For it is written, “ afterwards shall the children of 
Israel return, and seek the Lord their God: they shall seek the Lord 
and his goodness in the latter day. My tabernacle also shall be with 
them ; yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people ; and the 
Heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel when my sanc- 
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tuary shall be in the midst of them for ever.”” And as the Jews were 
honoured of Jehovah for giving the first knowledge of salvation to us, 
it is evident that we in our turn are to share the honour of sending back 
the same knowledge of salvation to them ; for it is mentioned by another 
prophet, ‘ strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and the sons of 
the alien shall be your ploughmen, and your vine-dressers.”” And who 
knows but his prophetic eye glanced at that moment upon us who are 
now convened in this room devising the means of their restoration. 

With these sure words of prophecy that “ Israel shall be saved,” 
what remains for us but, from motives of philanthropy to them as 
members of the same family with ourselves, from feelings of gratitude 
to them as our munificent benefactors, in obedience to the command of 
our Master, in reliance upon his promise and in solicitude for his glory, 
what remains for us, I say, but to persevere in our “ labours of love” for 
a people so long favoured of Jehovah? We need not entertain a sin- 
gle doubt of our success in this sacred, most honourable enterprize. 
‘“¢ The same zeal of the Lord of Hosts” which displayed his justice in 
executing vengeance on their unbelief, will also display the overflowings 
of his mercy in gathering them from the four winds of Heaven, whither 
they are scattered. The hand of divine indignation lopped “ off this 
branch,” and has permitted it to lie for ages withered and peeled, with- 
out sap, or verdure, or leaf, or blossom, or fruit ; j but the hand of mercy 
will ere long “ graft it again into the true vine,” causing it to flourish 
to the glory of his grace in the eyes of an astonished, adoring world. 
Is not this prospect “ as life from the dead ’”’ come, tlien, and while 
we are devising the means of their salvation, let us ask a coal of the 
same fire by which their souls were inflamed while they deliberated 
about ours. Let us look that the mantle of their Klijahs may be caught 
at least by some of us Elisha’s, their successors in office. Let us go 
forth to the same work, actuated by the same spirit, until not merely 
in Palestine, but through every section of the inhabited earth, “ insteade 
of the thorn the fir tree shall come up, and instead of the briar the myr- 
tle tree, which may be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off.” 

Israel’s God, smile benignly on all the exertions which are made for 
promoting the spiritual benefit of the nation of Israel; and to thee, 
Jehovah in covenant with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, their God 
and our God, shall be ascribed, by all the ransomed of their tribes, and 
our tribes, glory in the highest, world without end. Amen, 








REV. MR. SMITH’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. PREsIDENT, 
In every great enterprise, and especially in those of a moral kind, 


it is desireable to understand the principle upon which we are operating, 
_ Particularly must this knowledge be desirable in an enterprise like 

that which has engaged our attention this evening, marked, as it is, 
with many features of novelty, and encumbered, as it must be allowed 
to have been, with no ordinary amount of difficulties. In such cir- 
cumstances, more than in others, we long to see some beam of light 
shining clearly on our path, to feel bottom somewhere, and be sure the 


ground we tread is good ground. 
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By what grand principle then is this operation for meliorating the 
condition of Jews supported? by what authority has it been commenced? 
and aided by what unfailing assurances, may its friends still labour and 
look to see its object accomplished ? 

The dectrine upon which we bore all our claims and encouragements, 
is simply this: that the Bible has unequivocally taught the ingather- 
ing of the Jews in the latter day, by the instrumentality of Christians : 
After the able exposition of prophecy on this point, to which we have 
just listened from a learned and venerable father, it can neither be ne- 
cessary, nor decorous for me to repeat the authorities for so plain a 
doctrine. We assume it as a principle, that the Jews are to be gath- 
ered and christianized as a distinct people ; this great moral revolution, 
like all others, is to be effected by the use of means ; and we think, in 
the sentiment of the resolution which I have had the honour to move, 
that Christians of this country, and of this age, are peculiarly en- 
couraged to engage in such an undertaking. 

Here is our authority : this is our sustaining principle of action. We 
pretend to no infallibility in devising the particular mode of operation ; 
but this we pretend, this we know, the Jews will be gathered by 
Christian instrumentality ; for this therefore we labour, and for this 
we will labour, through whatever variety of untried method our efforts 
may conduct us, believing, persevering, until we see the end accom- 
plished, or lay down our heads first on our dying pillow, made softer 
by this reflection, that we had it in our hearts at least to build this 
temple t& the Almighty. 

And why should it seem a thing to be wondered at, if delays, or 
variations in the mode of effort should occur in this, as well as other 
great moral operations? Did not the London Missionary Society wait 
long, and attempt many points of attack, before they realized the vic- 
tories of the cross in the South Sea Islands? Did not the Moravians 
preach ten years, and finally vary the garb of their Gospel, before it 
was received by the inhabitants of Greenland? and has not the Lon- 
don Jews’ Society, the nearest kindred institution perhaps to our own, 
have they noi felt their way through many years of multiform and un- 
tiring effort, ere they.attained to their present respectable altitude? Such 
indeed is the whole analogy of Missionary operations. It was long since 
the remark of an aged veteran in this cause, that Missions have gene- 
rally proposed most permanently, which have been niost tried in their 
commencement. It looks well when we see them thus tried and yet 
sustained. It looks like acting from principle. 

I am aware Sir, that much of this strain of remark, however just and 
important, might have been spared, if its only application were to be 
made to the particular case before us. The Board of Managers, to 
whose report we have just listened, have not been justly chargeable 
with faltering. In the great work before them, they have been con- 
strained to encounter difficulties, which few of us, perhaps, know how 
to appreciate. ‘They have struggled with preudices and ignorance ; 
they have felt their way along on untried paths, they have trembled at 
the amount of their responsibilities : and yet,.under all these circum- 
stances they have made an uniform progress, as great and as rapid, per- 
haps, as was on the whole desirable. They have collected and secured 
funds, they have enlisted many Auxiliaries : they haye exerted an extend- 
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ed influence, and they have at length fixed an eligible location for their 
Hebrew Christian family, and presented you with several of its future 
occupants. j 

I have strong confidence in the present operations of this Society : 
their location for a settlement, and their plan of sending an agent to 
Europe, appear to be judicious, and it would seem that we are soon 
now to realize this greatest blessing upon our church and land, that of 
“ receiving” into our bosom the christianized remnant of Israel, pre- 
paratory to their longer march for the beloved Mount Zion, 

But, suppose it should not be ; suppose only a few should, in this 
place, receive the benefits of your benevolent exertions ; and suppose, 
after an experiment, it should be found necessary to vary the present 
mode of operation? what then; are the ultimate objects of this Society 
therefore to be relinquished ? Can we change its principle ? No, Sir. 
It cannot be done, not unless you could change what God has fixed, 
not unless the fulfilment of prophecy can be defeated. The Jews shall 
yet “ obtain mercy through our mercy :” This is fixed, and if any call 
in question your method of seeking this result, let them come and teach 
you a better method; but let them not abandon the enterprise, let 
them not delay it ; we cannot do it, friends, without delaying our own 
mercies. 

I repeat this last remark, with the reason upon which I base it. In 
the great moral, national renovations of the latter day, the Bible teaches 
us that the Jews are to take precedence of the Gentiles: it follows 
therefore, as a certainty, that by just so much as this ‘great operation is 
delayed, by just so much we put at a distance our own anticipated bless- 
ings. ; 

With this view of the subject, your managers must have often been 
tried and afflicted by the peculiar difficulties of this benevolent enter- 
prise, 

They have indeed found many and ardent friends to the cause, their 
Auxiliaries and Agents have been hitherto faithfully and successfully 
engaged; and, we have evidence this evening, evidence which ought 
perhaps to suppress the notice of difficulties, that the welfare of the 
Jews is gaining upon the hearts of Christians. Still it cannot be con- 
cealed that there is yet too little, or a wrong interest, felt on this sub- 
ject. ‘There are some who doubt, it may be, the abstract propriety of 
such an undertaking. ‘There are many reposing in the very lap of 
privileges, who feel, we fear, almost no concern for the welfare of the 
tribes of Israel. Why is this? Do we doubt that the Jews are included 
in God’s plans of latter-day mercy? Or, is it supposable that there is 
a prejudice towards this institution, from the simple fact of its being 
intended for the Jews’ benefit? It should be reluctantly admitted, that 
such an unjust and antiquated prejudice could exist in an age like the 
present, and yet it may be that there still lingers in our bosoms an 
undefineable antipathy against the Israelite, which operates as one of 
the obstacles to the success of our operations. We have not forgotten 
how strong and cruel this prejudice has sometimes been. We remem- 
ber that Shakspeare, that master-spirit of English poetry, found it ex- 
pedient, in order to please a licentious age, to transfer the character 
of a Christian usurer to his incomparable Hebrew Shylock. Are 
Christians of this age prepared to justify or repeat this transfer? Can 
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we retain the spirit that called for it? Because the Jew has marked 
characteristics, and these preserved by the God of Providence for the 
most important purposes, shall they therefore still subject him to igno- 
miny ? Shall the pound of flesh be pertinaciously exacted still, nor other 
reason be assigned why we hate the man, except that he is a Hebrew? 
It is time, my friends, that so unjust a prejudice were wholly and every 
where obliterated. It ts an tron chain of caste; \et us break it in the 
name of God. And the spirit of such an institution as this can best 
effect this most desirable object. The spirit of true religion receives 
alike the whole family of God, in the broad arms of her benevolence : 
the spirit of true religion relies implicitly on God’s promises ; and the 
spirit of this same religion will take whatever is peculiar, and, if you 
please, forbidding in the character of its subject, and either obliterate 
or mould it into greater capabilities for usefulness and comfort. 

There are certainly many points of peculiarity in the character of 
the Jew; but these, instead of discouraging our efforts, are among the 
many considerations to invite them, Where is the Christianized Jew, 
I ask, who has yet abused his patronage? Where, on the other hand, 
are our most commanding examples of zeal, fidelity, and unyielding per- 
severance, if not among converted Hebrews? It is for this reason that 
they appear to be wisely intended in providence for the Missionaries 
of the latter day ; and as this Society has, among its other hopes, that of 
preparing some of these heralds to act an important part in another hem- 
isphere, it might be proper tolook distinctly for a moment at this part of 
our prospects. Suppose, Sir, this Society to be honoured with raising 
up and sending forth another Woxr, not homo homini lupus, but 
another Christian Missionary, like him who bears this aistinguished 
name, and it would, of itself, be enough to compensate all your expendi- 
tures. 
| know not how it has appeared to others, Sir, but to me the charac- 
ter of this man, since first I began to read of him, has been peculiaily 
commanding: An individual, who, though born and nursed in Judaism, 
declared his belief of the Christian religion at the age of eight years ; 
who forsook for this cause his father’s house at twelve, who dared to 
tell the Pope “ he was dust,” in his own college at Rone, and who 
proved the Gemora “ to be a lie,” to the Jews of the Holy City: a 
man who has preached the Gospel on Mount Sinai, who is now ex- 
ploring the footsteps of his father Abraham in the land of Uzz, and 
disputing with devil-worshippers in Bagdad, the region of Arabian ro- 
mance. Oh! Sir, there is a moral sublimity in such a spectacle, which 
must command our admiration. There is not among men a more 
truly exalted character than the devoted Christian Missionary : Wolf, 
in my judgment, is one of the greatest who has lived since the days of 
Paul: and Wolf, let it be remembered, is a converted Hebrew. 

Such then are the principles upon which we base the claims of this 
charity, and such the feelings with which we have hitherto pursued, 
and will still pursue its interests. It appears to me that all Christians 
must believe alike on this subject, and if prejudices, or other obstacles 
stil! exist, that it is our duty to get over them with all possible haste. 

And there is a time coming, permit me to say, when we shall all 
feel alike in regard to this momentous interest. It will be at the 
solemn hour of death, my friends, when this world, and that which is 
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to come, when the cause of Christ, and all other causes, appear in some 
measure with their proper characteristics, then, I am persuaded, we 
shall all feel similarly, if we feel at all, towards the poor Hebrews. 

_ Permit me to state in proof of this, a case which recently occurred 
IN my own congregation. It was inthe death of a pious young female, 
One of the most intelligent and devoted of her sex l ever knew. In 
the views of her mind, at that solemn hour, in relation to this subject, 
her exercises, in prospect of her approaching change, were unusually 
intense, and operating upon a constitution, feeble, and exquisitely sen- 
sible, became at last too much for mere mortal strength, and she lost 
her reason. At one time, previous to this catrastrophe, she was in 
frames of heavenly enjoyment ; at others she mourned and agonized, 
as on the very borders of despair; yet, in the midst of all these occa- 
sions for personal solicitude, this distinguished saint never forgot the 
cause of the Jews: there was probably not a day in which she did 
not pray for their speedy restoration : she believed this event to be at 
hand, and just before she lost her reason, directed the sale of some of 
her valuable wearing apparel, to constitute her pastor member for life 
of this Society. 7 

Such are the views which the intelligent and pious take of this in- 
terest in their dying hours: and such, I am persuaded, we shall all 
take, when we come to be placed in the same condition. Oh! would 
to God that we might feel the same sentiments now. Would that 
every female of this assembly might take and wear the fallen mantle 
of my departed friend ; would that I could have held up, as I intended 
to have done, the certificate which it was to procure for me, as an ex- 
pressive testimonial of the righteousness of our cause! But I return to 
first principles. 

It is a fact, that there are many Jews in our world, probably not less 
than eight millions, who are yet to be christianized by our exertions. 
It is a sober fact, that this great work is begun: the transactions of 
this evening have brought these candidates for Christian charity distinctly 
before us. There they stand, pleading, though silently, by all their mise- 
ries, by all the rights of justice, by all our own interests, by all that is ten- 
der and sacred in religious recollections, that we extend them the hand of 
mercy. When shall they be heard, if notnowr Without a miracle, when 
shall the world be moved, on the behalf of the poor Jews, if not now, 
when a door of return is open, and their resting place made ready ? 


** Go then, where foes insulting tread, 

*¢ On suffering Judah’s humbled crest ; 

‘‘ Haste Christians, raise that Sister’s head, 
‘¢ And lay it on a Saviour’s breast.” 








MR. J. C. JACOBI’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, 
In addressing this respectable assembly, I must beg their patience 


while I attempt to express a few thoughts in a language not my own. 

It is more than six months since I left Frankfort, in Germany, for 
this country, but arrived only two months ago. Instead, however, of 
murmuring at the hindrances which have caused this delay, I would 
rather fee] thankful to the God of providence. For although I was 
both without means, and without the knowledge of friends, when I 
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commenced my journey, yet the Lord supplied me with both, so that I 
have lacked nothing. With grateful heart | acknowledge the friend- 
ship I met with daring my few days stay in London, and their libe- 
rality will not be forgotten by the God of Abraham. 

It is more than three years since the Lord was pleased to bring me 
to the knowledge of my sinful state by nature, and of the great salva- 
tion he has provided. [ met with some christians who directed me 
to compare the New Testament with the law and the prophets; I did 

0, and soon fcund that Jacob’s prophecy of the promised Shiloh, Dan- 
iel’s prophecy of Messiah cut off, but not for himself, and Isaiah’s pro- 
phecy of the atonement, which the innocent made for the guilty, were 
fulfilled in the virgin’s son Immanuel. 

The Lord gave me peace in believing, so that the separation from 
my relations, and the loss of my former means of subsistence, seemed 
little in comparison of the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
my Lord. 

‘in 1821 I was providentially introduced to Mr. Maccaul, one of the 
London Society’s Missionaries, who was then at Frankfort, on the 
Main, on his way to Poland, my native country, and who requested 
me to accompany him as interpreter to the Jews. 

[n different parts of Europe we found many Jews, who, by having 
publicly embraced the truth of the Gospel, plunged themselves into 
the most forsaken and destitute condition, both as regards temporal and 
spiritual concerns. ‘Thousands, and tens of thousands, have been dis- 
custed withf the vain traditions of the fathers, but conceal, and suppress 
their desire after know ledge, for fear of the consequences. 

The question was not unfrequently asked, “ what is the path of 
duty >’ If we attend to christian instruction we are forsaken by our 
friends, and cast out of the synagogue; and how shall we earn our 
bread amongst christians? Hence the following remark of Mr. Mac- 
caul in his letter to the London Society, dated Warsaw, Oct. 17, 1821. 
“ From all I can see, there is but one way, to bring about the object 
of the Society, that is, by erecting a Judea christian community, a 
city of refuge, where all who wish to be baptized could be supplied 
with the means of earning their bread. Is it nothing, I would ask, to 
bring such persons under the sound of the Gospel ?” 

Again, in a letter dated Nov. 21, he writes thus: “ In your next 
letter, I should thank you to tell me how I shall answer these poor 
Jews who wish to receive instruction.” He did not know whether 
to advise them to make a public profession of their faith, or to remain 
as they were, on account of the danger to which they were exposed, 
and of the great difficulty of obtaining employment among christians. 

In Poland the gross darkness of Popery reigns undisturbed, and 
the jealousy of the Roman Catholics would render the establishing of 
& community impossible. In Germany also,the prevailing despotism, 
and the suspicious nature of the governments, are equally against such 
an establishment. 

An attempt has been made by Count Von der Recke, in Germany, 
to form a settlement ; but on account of the jealousy of the surrounding 
Catholics, he has been obliged to receive more than a hundred children 
of christian parents, in order to screen the few Jews he had, several of 
whom, out of necessity, have lately gone over to the Romish church ; 
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the rest, about eighteen in number, are anxious to come to this country, 
but are prevented by the want of means to defray the expenses of their 
passage. 

When the news of this institution, an and its benevolent object reached 
Europe, great was the joy of christians, and especially of the Jewish 
converts. From brother Marc (who had first suggested to brother 
Frey the idea of establishing a Hebrew christian settlement in this 
country) I heard of the indefatigable and successful labours of the 
latter, whose praise is in all the churches, and who may well be styled, 
in general, the first missionary and agent of the present exertions in 
behalf of Abraham’s seed, and in particular, the affectionate and faith- 
ful parent of this institution. I conferred not with flesh and blood, 
but resolved to embrace the first opportunity of emigrating to this 
country, to join the settlement, and to spend my life in advancing its 
prosperity for the good of my brethren and kinsmen after the flesh. I 
hail the day in which I breathed the air of this blessed country, and I 
would congratulate you, my dear christian friends, whose happy lot it 
is to dwell in a country where you may worship God according to 
your own conscience, and sit down under your own vine and fig-tree, 
none daring to disturb you. 

It is left for you, O exalted privilege, to say to the long dispersed 
children of Judah, come over, and like us enjoy the sweets of liberty 
and the blessings ‘of the everlasting Gospel ! 

When once a community is gathered, with one accord, in one place, 
in the name of Christ, it will be as a standard lifted up to our be- 
nighted brethren, who are still dead in sins and trespasses, and igno- 
rant of him who alone is the way, the truth, and the life. 

I shall no longer trespass on your indulgence, but conclude by en- 
treating you to pray for the peace of the long desolated, but not for- 
saken Jerusalem. For they shall prosper who love her. For there 
shall be a day that the watchmen upon the mount of Ephraim shall 
cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion, unto the Lord our God! For, 
thus saith the Lord, sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the 
chief of the nations, publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord save thy 
people, the remnant of Israel! He who testifieth these things, saith, 
surely I come quickly. Amen! Even so come, Lord Jesus! 








MR. E. WOLF’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. CHarrmMan, 
Being by birth a descendant of Jacob, and by the Grace of God 


a member of the church of Christ, I have, ever since my arrival in this 
country, looked upon the proceedings of your christian and benevolent 
Society with the greatest interest. 

While other Societies are engaged in distributing to all nations the 
Holy Scriptures, in sending them Missionaries, in endeavouring to do 
justice to our coloured population, in assisting a nation contending 
for their independence, in tendering relief to the victims of transatlantic 
despotism, in improving education, and all useful pursuits of life; you 
have taken up the task, both to furnish a benighted and remarkably 
unhappy nation with the light and consolation of the Gospel, and to 
collect their scattered remnant into a christian community. Let us 
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render the sincerest thanks to the Almighty, that he was pleased to 
make the inhabitants of this country the instruments of an undertaking 
so noble in itself, and of such incalculable importance in the kingdom. 
of heaven; an undertaking which the British, with all their riches, 
had not the mind, and which the mighty monarch of Russia had not 
the power to realize. I congratulate you, and my Hebrew christian 
brethren in your success, in procuring a suitable tract of land for es- 
tablishing, in modern times, the first Hebrew christian settlement. I 
am confident that both the Hebrew converts, on either side of the ocean, 
and your Auxiliary Societies throughout the union, will be highly de- 
lighted in seeing at last this desideratum supplied. 

At the eve of establishing such a community, it might not be amiss 
to say,a few words to those who would rather favour the plan of 
amalgamating the Jews. Can you indeed expect that the great spirit- 
ual and temporal advantages which will be obtained in a community, 
would be equally the result of the plan proposed by you? Your method 
has been tried, but to little — How small was the success-of the 
great labours of the pious ana zealous Callenberg! Nor have the en- 
deavours of the London Society been crowned with greater success. 
After nearly twenty years’ zealous and unwearied exertions of that 
Society, composed of some of the first men of rank, piety, and benevo- 
lence, with an annual income of from five to fifty thousand dollars, 
we can see comparativ ely but little fruit. What is the cause of all the 
disappointment ? Where is the defect? Are the good and disinterested 
men, devoted to the cause, to be blamed? No, God forbid! Their 
praise is in all the churches, and their reward will follow their labours. 
They have done, indeed, all they coulddo. They have tried to con- 
vince the Jews of the truth of christianity, and then to amalgamate 
them. But this is insufficient to remove the difficulty. A settlement 
is necessary to receive the Jews as soon as they come for instruction, 
and where they may continue after their conversion. It was not in 
their power, nor is it in the power of all Europe, to form such a settle- 
ment. 

It was reserved as the high privilege of this blessed country, an 
asylum of the honest and industrious of all nations. If an uncommon 
measure of love, zeal, and compassion to the Jews, and a thorough 
knowledge of their national character, together with their prejudices 
and objections against christianity, are indispensable requisites in one 
who undertakes to lead them to Christ, no one will deny that teachers 
of their own nation are most likely to be eminently usetul. The 
brethren, Frey, Marc, Joseph Wolf, and others, are teachers and mis- 
sionaries, whose peculiar qualifications are universally acknowledged. 
Yet, how small has been their success when compared with their inde- 

fatigable and persevering labours. This also was owing to the want of 
a settlement. For the usefulness of missionaries can, in some respects, 
only be temporary and inconsiderable ; while teachers, settled in a 
community, would be a permanent source of instruction to religious 
inquirers. Since religious instruction is still necessary to those who 
have become members of the church, proselytes living in a community 
will continue to derive, after their baptism, the same peculiar advantages 
from the instruction, exhortation, and conversation, of their more en- 
lightened brethren. ‘Those who would feel themselves called to be- 
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come missionaries to the Jews, would, in a community, find uncom- 
mon opportunities to prepare themselves for that important work. 
But these advantages will, by far, be exceeded by the bright example 
which, we hope, such a community will exhibit. There the proselytes 
will find every inducement to live up to their profession, united by the 
ties of fraternal Jove ; regulations dictated by a truly apostolic spirit 
will deliver them from the fears of temporal wants and distress, the 
great obstacles to public or social spirit, and too often the excuse of 
selfishness and self-love; and so we trust, that in a pious community, 
self-love will expire in social love, every one seeking not his own, but 
his neighbour’s wealth. What benefits equal to these can you offer us 
by your plan of amalgamation? None. Everyone would work for him- 
self, exposed to the temptations and miseries of the world, and could 
do little good to himself and his brethren. I therefore have been 
highly gratified, in finding that it is the intention of this Society toe 
have a common stock in the community. This excellent idea, I trust, 
will meet deserving attention, and that God Almighty may enlighten 
them by his spirit, and bless all their undertakings, will be my fervent 


prayer. 
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With our number for this month we have the high gratification of connecting the last 
Annual Report. Our friends end auxiliaries will perceive that the great object is attain- 
ed—an asylum for those Israelites who flee to us as to a city of refuge. After much 
care and deliberation the Bourd of Managers believe that they have obtained, as a super- 
intendent of the establishment, a person who is in every sense fully qualified to carry into 
practical effect the wishes and plans of the society. ‘The person chosen for this delicate 
and highly responsible situation, and who is now on the farm, is Col. Israel Day, of 
Chatham, in the state of New-Jersey; a gentleman of the highest respectability and 
character, a thorough-bred, practical, intelligent farmer ; and whose reputation for piety, 
integrity, and discerument, is testified to by the most distinguished and influential gen- 
tiemen in that state, 

The Board are proceeding to stock the farm and furnish it with agricultural imple- 
ments as rapidly as a regard to due care and economy will allow, and flatter themselves 
that as far as they have gone, they need not fear competition, on that score, with an 
other in the state ; and every arrangement is making for the domestic comfort of su 
converts as may arrive. 

Let our friends now come forward, let them look down petty obstacles and objections, 
and trusting to the word of promise and of prophecy, let them persevere in a cause 
whose prospects are now so flattering. The great experiment is now begun. Previous 
to the purchase of a tract of land the board has thought it the wisest aad safest course to 
take, at the first, but a few hundred acres on a limited lease, in order that when their 
sphere of action is enlarged, their forces may be brought into the field under the direc- 
tion of experience. ‘The principlesof the experiment is the same whether the society 
hire or buy a farm, all that our friends can wish is now in a fair way of being realized. 
Experience is the only sure test of the expediency or propriety of measures. If the 
course adopted is the true one, under the present arrangement it must succeed; and 
whether it be so or not is the great question which is now to be tested. Difficulties are to be 
expected, but difficulties have been overcome ; and believing ax we do in the return of 
the wanderers—in the ingathering of the persecuted to their father's home ; and confi- 
dent, as we are, that Judah's sons and daughters shall yet, as a people, worship our 
Lord in his Holy Mountain, we call upon every Christian to bid us ** God speed.” 





